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SUBJECT: VISITING ISRAELI HISTADRUT OFFICIAL MESHEL IS GIVEN 
HIGH-LEVEL VENEZUELAN ATTENTION 


1 . YERUJAM MESHEL, GENERAL SECRETARY OF THE ISRAELI TRADE 
UNION FEDERATION HISTRADRUT, RECEIVED HIGH LEVEL VENEZUELAN 
ATTENTION DURING HIS AUGUST 13-17 VISIT TO CARACAS. HIS 
WESTERN HEMISPHERE ITINERARY INCLUDED COSTA RICA AND MEXICO, 

AND HE IS TRAVELLING FROM CARACAS TO BOGOTA AND TO WASHINGTON 
WHERE HE HOPES TO MEET AFL-CIO PRESIDENT MEANY. IN 
VENEZUELA HE MET SEPARATELY WITH PRESIDENT CARLOS ANDRES PEREZ; 
PRESIDENT OF THE CONGRESS, GONZALO BARRIOS; PRESIDENT 

OF THE (LOWER) HOUSE OF DEPTIES, OSWALDO ALVAREZ PAZ; MINISTER 
OF LABOR JOSE MANZO GONZALEZ AND WITH THE TOP LEADERSHIP OF 
THE VENEZUELA CONFEDERATION OF WORKERS (CTV). 

A MAJOR PORTION OF HIS TIME IN VENEZUELA WAS PSENT ON THE 
STANDARD VIP SIGHTSEEING VISIT TO THE COUNTRY'S MAJOR 
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INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT CENTER, CIUDAD GUAYANA, AND TO THE 
NEARBY GURI DAM NOW IN THE SECOND STAGE OF CONSTRUCTION. 

2. MESHEL TOLD THE EMBASSY LABOR ATTACHE THAT HE CONSIDERED HIS 
VISIT SUCCESSFUL AND THAT HE HOPED ISRAEL COULD EXPAND ITS PROGRAM 
OF OBSERVATION TOURS BY VENEZUELAN TRADE UNIONISTS 

AND AGRICULTURISTS TO ISRAELI AGRICULTURAL PRODUCER AND CONSUMER 
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COOPERATIVES. CURRENTLY, FIVE VENEZUELANS ARE IN ISRAEL UNDER THIS 
PROGRAM. MORDECHAI BARKAI, WASHINGTON CORRESPONDENT OF THE ISRAELI 
DAILY, DAVAR, AND MORDECHAI CHAZON, HISTRADRUT’S LATIN AMERICAN 
REPRESENTATIVE BASED IN MEXICO, ARE ACCOMPANYING MESHEL ON HIS 
TOUR. DAVAR TOLD THE LABOR ATTACHE THAT ISRAEL WAS PLEASED BY THE 
HELPFUL POSITION OF THE VENEZUELAN DELEGATION AT THE JUNE ILO 
CONFERENCE 

IN ABSTAINING ON THE SYRIAN RESOLUTION AGAINST ISRAEL (GENEVA 9855). 
WHEN ASKED IF THERE REMAINED ANY ILL FEELING FROM THE LESS HELPFUL 
VENEZUELAN POSITION AT THE 1977 ILO CONFERENCE, HE REPLIED WITH A 
SMILE THAT "THAT WAS A LONG TIME AGO". 

3. COMMENT: MESHEL WAS CORDIALLY WELCOMED BY THE 
VENEZUELAN GOVERNMENT AND LABOR ESTABLISHMENT EVEN IF HE 
DID NOT RECEIVE THE BACK SLAPPING AND EMBRACES ACCORDED MORE 
FAMILIAR AMERICAN AND SOME EUROPENA LABOR LEADERS. CERTAINLY 
THE VENEZUELANS MADE NO EFFORT TO HIDE EITHER FRIENDSHIP TOWARD THE 
ISRAELI LABOR MOVEMENT AS WITNESSED BY FAIR PRESS COVERAGE 
AND PUBLISHED PICTURES OF MEETINGS WITH PRESIDENT PEREZ, GONZALO 
BARRIOS AND CTV LEADERS. THE VENEZUELA HOSPITALITY SUGGESTED THAT 
THE VENEZUELANS SEE NO CONTRADICTION BETWEEN OPENLY WARM 
BILATERAL RELATIONS WITH ISRAELI INSTITUTIONS AND THEIR TENDENCY 
TO JOIN OPEC AND THE GROUP OF 77 IN MULTILATERAL FORUMS IN ACTIONS 
UNHELPFUL TO ISRAEL. UNDOUBTEDLY THE VENEZUELANS FOUND IT EASIER TO 
SHOW OPEN WARMTH TO AN OFFICIAL OF HISTADRUT, AN INSTITUTION WITH 
A PHILOSOPHY QUITE COMPATIBLE WITH THE RULING ACCION DEMOCRATICA 
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PARTY'S SOCIAL DEMOCRATIC AND PRO-TRADE UNION BIAS THAN TO AN 
ISRAELI GOVERNMENT LEADER. 

CROWLEY 
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